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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 

Reading Informational 
RI6.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI6.2: Determine a central idea in a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RI6.5: Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 
RI6.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
Reading Literature 
RL6.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RL6.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RL6.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
Writing 
W6.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content (a-f). 
W6.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences (a-e). 
W6.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W6.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
W6.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum 
of three pages in a single setting. 
W6.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 
W6.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research (b). 
W6.10:  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Language 
L6.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, and possessive). 

c.    Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 
e.     Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others’ writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional language. 

L6.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements. 

L6.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase 

c.    Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a  

       word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech or trace the etymology of words. 

d.    Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

Speaking and Listening 
SL6.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners of grades 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively (a-d). 
SL6.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

English Language Development (ELD) 
LAUSD is phasing in the District’s transition to the new California English Language Development Standards and ELA-ELD Framework. 
As this curriculum map evolves, more specificity will be included regarding ELD instruction, both Integrated and Designated. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/eldstandards.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/elaeldfrmwrksbeadopted.asp
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION: How does text structure contribute to meaning? 
 

CULMINATING WRITING TASK 
After reading (insert text[s]), write an essay in which you explain how the structure of the text contributes to the development of the central idea. Support your discussion with evidence from the text (s). 
 

CCSS GUIDING QUESTIONS INSTRUCTIONAL GUIDING QUESTIONS 

Cluster A (Short or long anchor nonfiction text[s)) 
1. How can citing textual evidence support my analysis of the 

text? (RI6.1) 
2. How do I support my analysis of a text with explicit and/or 

implicit evidence from the text? (R6.1, RL6.1) 
3. How do I determine the central and supporting ideas and/or 

themes of a text in order to support my comprehension? 
(RI6.2, RI6.1, RL6.2, RL6.1) 

4. How do I engage in collaborative discussions to analyze a text, 

issue or topic? (SL6.1) 

5. What strategies do I use to determine the meaning of unknown 
words and phrases? (L6.4a, L6.4c) 

6. Why are correct usage of pronouns important in both speaking 
and writing? (L6.1a) 

7. How does narrative writing help me convey my experiences 
and ideas on a topic? (W6.3) 

 
 
 
 

1.1: How do I cite textual evidence? 
1.2: How do I identify textual evidence that most strongly supports my analysis of what the texts states explicitly? 
1.3: How do I identify textual evidence that supports my inferences drawn from the text? 
 

2.1: What is explicit evidence in an analysis of a text? 
2.2: What is implicit evidence in an analysis of a text? 
 
3.1: What is the difference between central and supporting ideas in a text? 
3.2: How do supporting ideas make the central idea more concrete and comprehensible? 
 

4.1:  How do I use conversation moves to build on others’ ideas in collaborative discussions? 
4.2:  How do I use conversation moves to clearly express my ideas in collaborative discussions? 
4.3:  How do I use conversation moves to pose questions that connect the ideas of other speakers? 
4.4:  How do I use conversation moves to respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence and ideas? 
 

5.1: How do I use context as a clue to determine the meaning of an unknown word or phrase? 
5.2: How do I use reference materials to help me determine the meaning of words? 
 

6.1: What are pronoun cases? 
6.2: How do the different pronoun cases function in speaking and writing? 
6.3: How do I make sure that my pronouns always agree with my antecedents? 
 

7.1: How can I convey my story in a short narrative essay (one page)? 
7.2: How do I logically sequence the events in my narrative? 

Cluster B (Short or long anchor texts; short supplemental 
literary text) 

1. How do I trace the development of the central and supporting 
ideas when analyzing a text? (RI6.2, RI6.1, RL6.2, RL6.1) 

2. How do I trace the development of the central idea and 
supporting ideas when summarizing a text? (RI6.2, RI6.1, 
RL6.2, RL6.1)) 
 

1.1: How does understanding the structure of a text help me analyze the text? 
1.2: How do I identify a central idea in a text? 
1.3: How do I identify a supporting idea in a text? 
 

2.1: What are the elements of a thorough summary? 
2.2: How does summarizing differ from stating personal opinion? 
2.3: How does my analysis of the central and supporting ideas of a text contribute to my summary of the text? 
2.4: How does writing a summary help me clarify my ideas/thinking? 
2.5: How can my summaries become part of a larger expository text? 
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3. How do certain parts of text (e.g., sentences, paragraphs, chapters, 

etc.) contribute to the overall structure of the text and the 

development of the ideas and/or meaning in the text? (RI6.5) 
4. How does short and focused research build my 

comprehension of topics and/or nonfiction texts? (W6.7) 
5. How do I adapt my speech to a variety of audiences and 

purposes in small and whole group discussions? (SL6.6, SL6.1) 
 
 

 

3.1: What does it mean to analyze the structure of a text?  
3.2: How do I analyze the chapter or section of a text to understand how it fits into the structure of the entire text? 
3.3: How do I analyze the chapter or section of a text to understand how it contributes to the development of the ideas in the text?  
 

6.1: How do I identify key information from my research? 
6.2: How do I conduct an effective interview? 
6.3: How do I collaborate and share my research finding with others? 
6.4: How can interviews help me develop my understanding of nonfiction texts and topics? 
6.5: How do I summarize information from online research? 
 

6.1: How does understanding my audience shape my speech? 
6.2:  How does understanding my purpose shape my speech? 

Cluster C (Writing) 
1. How do I select and organize relevant content? (W6.9, W6.2) 

2. How do I develop a thesis statement that reflects my central 
idea? (W6.2) 

3. How do I develop a topic using well-chosen information, 
quotations and examples? (W6.2, W6.4) 

4. How do I coherently and effectively present my ideas and 
findings orally and in written form? (W6.4, SL6.1) 

5. How do I make sure that my audience recognizes and understands 

the purpose of my text? (W6.4, W6.3) 

6. How does the use of punctuation in writing help convey ideas and 

meaning? (L6.2a) 

 
 
 

 

1.1: How do I select relevant content when conveying information? 
1.2: How do I organize relevant content when conveying information? 
 

2.1: What is an effective thesis statement? 
2.2: How do I shape my central idea into an effective thesis statement? 
 

3.1: How do I select quotations and examples to develop a topic? 
3.2: How do I determine when to use quotations and when to use examples to support my thesis and develop my topic? 
3.3. How do I clearly explain how my supporting quotations and/or examples support my thesis and develop my topic? 
 

4.1 How do organize my ideas to clearly convey my purpose? 
 

5.1:  How do I review my writing to make sure that my audience will recognize and understand the purpose of my text? 
 

6.1: What are nonrestrictive elements? 
6.2: How do I use these elements in my writing? 
6.3: How do I use commas with nonrestrictive elements? 

Cluster D (Writing-Revision, Editing, and Publication) 
1. How do I use the guidance and support of others to develop 

my writing? (W6.5, W6.2) 
2. How do I develop and strengthen my writing by revising, 

editing, rewriting or trying a new approach? (W6.5, L6.2) 
3. How do I use technology to produce and publish writing? 

(W6.6) 
 

 

1.1:  How do I generate questions about my writing to strengthen my writing? 
1.2: How do I use the feedback of others to edit and revise my work? 
 

2.1: How does revision differ from editing? 
2.2: How do I read my work objectively in order to constructively revise my work? 
 

3.1: How do I use technology to present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently?  

 


